
PSYD30H3 Personality 
PROFESSOR: Dr. Oren Amitay, Ph.D., C.Psych. (Registered Psychologist) 
CLASS TIMES: Tuesdays 6:00 to 9:00 pm (AC 223)  
OFFICE HOURS: Tuesdays: 4-6; please book ahead for an appointment to avoid long waits 
TELEPHONE:  (416) 666-7763 
EMAIL:  oamitay@ryerson.ca    ask_my_prof@hotmail.com    askmyprof@gmail.com 

IF YOU DO NOT HEAR BACK FROM ME w/in 24 HOURS, PLEASE CONTACT ME AGAIN 
MSN “LIVE” CHAT: ask_my_prof@hotmail.com (This is for course-related issues, not “chatting” please) 

BLACKBOARD:  ***YOU are responsible for checking BLACKBOARD frequently for the 
readings and critical class news/updates/information**** 

TAs:  TBA: Each will have office hours that will be posted on Blackboard at the start of the 
course, along with their contact information 

 
This course is intended to introduce students to the scientific study of the whole person in biological, social, & cultural context. 
The ideas of classical personality theorists will be discussed in reference to findings from contemporary personality research. 

Required Text: Engler, B. (2009). Personality theories (8th Ed.). Belmont, CA: Wadsworth, Cengage Learning. 
 
METHOD OF EVALUATION: 
Midterm Exam (October 20)   50%  Covering September 15 – October 13 (Ch. 1-7) 
Final Exam (During Final Exam Period) 50% Covering October 27 – December 1 (Ch. 8-16) 
Each three-hour exam is comprised of multiple choice questions, with the Final Exam being NON-CUMULATIVE. 
 
COURSE SCHEDULE: Although you should read the assigned chapters for each week in line with what is written 
below—in order not to fall behind and then have to cram for the exams—some topics will be presented in more detail than 
others in class and will thus sometimes continue into a subsequent lecture.  There may be some slight changes made to the 
schedule; any such changes will be discussed ahead of time in class and stated on Blackboard. 

CLASS TOPIC OTHER DETAILS 
Sept. 15 Introduction to Personality Theories & Psychoanalysis Chapters 1 & 2 
Sept. 22 Psychoanalysis Continued & Neopsychoanalysts: Analytical Psychology  Chapters 2 (cont’d) & 3 

Sept. 29 Neopsychoanalysts: Analytical Psychology cont’d & Interpsychic Theories Chapters 3 (cont’d) & 4 
Oct. 6 Neopsychoanalysts: Interpsychic Theories cont’d & Psychoanalytic Social Psych Chapters 4 (cont’d) & 5 
Oct. 13 Ego Analytic Psychology & Object Relations Chapters 6 & 7 
OCT. 20 MIDTERM EXAM                                                                                                . CHAPTERS 1 - 7 
Oct. 27 Behaviour and Learning Theories: Experimental Analysis of Behaviour Chapter 8 
Nov. 3 Behaviour and Learning Theories cont’d: Social Learning Theories Chapter 9 
Nov. 10 Dispositional & Biological Theories: Traits/Factor Analysis/Genes/Evolution Chapters 10 & 11 
Nov. 17 Dispositional & Biological Theories cont’d: Biological Traits  Chapters 11 (cont’d) & 12 
Nov. 24 Humanistic & Existential Theories  Chapters 13 & 14 
Dec. 1 Cognitive Theories: Personal Constructs & Cognitive-Behavioural Theories Chapters 15 & 16 
 
Policies on academic integrity: 
Please review the UTSC Code on Academic Behaviour: 
http://www.utsc.utoronto.ca/courses/calendar/University_of_Toronto_Policies.html#Code_of_Behaviour_on_Academic_Matters 
 
AccessAbility: 
Students with diverse learning styles and needs are welcome in this course. In particular, if you have a disability/health consideration that 
may require accommodations, please feel free to approach me and/or the AccessAbility Services Office as soon as possible. The UTSC 
AccessAbility Services staff (located in S302) are available by appointment to assess specific needs, provide referrals and arrange appropriate 
accommodations (416) 287-7560 or ability@utsc.utoronto.ca. The sooner you let us know your needs the quicker we can assist you in 
achieving your learning goals in this course. 
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