CURRENT TOPICS IN ABNORMAL PSYCHOLOGY

PSYD33F - FALL SESSION

Objectives:

This course will cover a number of current topics in the field of abnormal psychology
including mental iliness and the media, mental health promotion, prevention, and
intervention, the development and treatment of aggression and violence in children and
youth, government responses to mental health issues, and clinical research and program
evaluation.

Beginning with a "community-based” perspective of the definition and treatment of mental
disorders, we will examine how various systems within society contribute to the definition
and development of abnormal behaviour and how a community-based approach fo the
prevention and treatment of disorders has brought about the need for paradigm shifts in the
field. In particular, the development and treatment of externalizing behaviour disorders in
children and youth including Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder, Conduct Disorder,
and juvenile delinquency will be examined from this perspective.

The course well include lectures, guest speakers, and videotaped materials. There will be
no textbook. A set of reading materials will be distributed at the beginning of the course at
a cost of about $10.00 for each student.

Course Requirements:

Bach student will be required to write a 7-10 page focus paper on a topic related to the
course content or another topic of the student’s choice with special permission from the
Instructor. APA (1994) format for publishing should be followed for references. You will
be required to submit a brief outline of your focus paper no later than October 10. The
final paper will be due on November 28. The midterm exam will be on October 17, and
the final exam will be scheduled during the final exam period.

Grades will be based on a midterm test (35%), the focus paper (25%), and a final exam
(40%).




SCHEDULE OF LECTURES

September 12 - Overview and introduction to course material and grading; Defining
mental disorders

September 19 - Mental Iliness in the media
September 26 - Children and families at risk

October 3 _ Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) - Dr. P. Jean Szkiba-

Day, clinical child psychologist at Kinark Child and Family Services,
Newmarket

October 10 - Development of conduct disorder and juvenile delinquency

October 17 - Midterm exam

October 24 - Conduct disorder, aggression, and girls

October 31 - Treatment of conduct disorder - Part I

November 7 - Treating perpetrators of domestic violence - Dr. Jim Cheston,

psychologist, Ontario Corrections Institute, Brampton

November 14 Treatment of conduct disorder - Part II

]

November 21 The art and science of prevention/government responses o mental health

using BBBF and CAP-C programs as examples

November 28 Evaluating services for children

December 5 - Ethics in researching high risk families and children; Overview of course
material

TOPICS FOR FOCUS PAPERS

Treatment of conduct disorder or juvenile delinquency

The police response to under 12 offenders

Mental illness in the media

Menta! health promotion

Portrayal of violence in the media

A community’s response to social issues and risk factors for mental disorders (e.g.,

violence, poverty, marital discord) using Regent Park as an example

Government’s response to reducing the prevalence of mental disorders

A school board’s response to violence: Implications of the Scarborough Board of

Education’s "zero tolerance" policy

9. Community policing as a response to crime

10.  The impact of deinstitutionalization on a community and how the community is
responding - The example of Parkdale

11.  Other topic to be determined with the Instructor
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