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2021 UTSC New Faculty Orientation Agenda 
Aug 4-5, Aug 10-12; Afternoon sessions are optional but encouraged 

Wed Aug 4: This is UTSC – Principles and Practices 
Time Details 
9:00 – 9:30 am Opening & Welcome  

Naulaq LeDrew, Knowledge Keeper 
Jessica Fields, Vice-Dean Faculty Affairs, Equity & Success (DHS) 
 

 
9:30– 10:00 am 
 

This is UTSC: Academics, Research, and Inclusive Excellence  
William Gough, Vice-Principal Academic & Dean (DPES) 
Irena Creed, Vice-Principal Research & Innovation (DPES) 

10:00 – 10:20 am Faculty introductions 
 

10:20 – 10:25am Stretch / comfort break 
 
10:25– 11:10am 

This is UTSC: Our Work with Students (panel) 
Aarthi Ashok, Professor, Teaching Stream (BIO) 
Nicole Latulippe, Assistant Professor (GGR) 
Peggy Kohn, Professor and Chair (POL)  
Lynn Tucker, Associate Professor, Teaching Stream (ACM) 
 

11:10-11:15 am Stretch / comfort break 
 
11:15 – 12:10 pm 
 

This is UTSC: Our Colleagues across Campus (panel) 
Kelly Crawford, Assistant Director, Indigenous Initiatives 
Erika Loney, Senior Manager, Community, Global and Intercultural Experience 
Kimberly Tull, Director, Community and Learning Partnerships and Access Pathways 
Ann MacDonald, Executive Director / Chief Curator, Doris McCarthy Gallery 
CiQuinya Morton, UTSC CEWIL Student of the Year Award winner, Co-op Specialist in 
Accounting Candidate 2021 

12:10 – 12:15 pm Wrap up of morning 
12:15 - 1:15 pm Lunch break 

 
1:15 pm - 2:30 pm 
 
 

This is UTSC: Campus Reopening & Changes due to COVID 
Moderator: Jessica Fields, Vice Dean Faculty Affairs, Equity & Success 
 
The physical campus: Jamie Donaldson, Vice-Dean Recruitment, Enrolment & Student 
Success (DPES); Mary Silcox, Vice-Dean Graduate & Postdoctoral Studies (ANT) 
 
Research: Shaun Young, Director, Office of the Vice-Principal Research & Innovation; 
Michelle Wodzak, Vivarium Manager 
 
Teaching: Karen McCrindle, Associate Dean, Teaching and Learning / Director, CTL (DLS) 
 
Academic HR: Fefe Wong, Academic HR Manager 
 
Information & Instructional Technology Services (IITS): Ab Gehani, Manager, Client Services; 
Zoran Piljevic, Director IITS 
 
Mental health: Sheila John, Assistant Dean Wellness, Recreation and Sports 
 

2:30 – 2:45 pm 
 

Closing 
Naulaq LeDrew, Knowledge Keeper 
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Thurs Aug 5: Teaching and learning at UTSC  
Time Details 

9:00 – 9:30 am 

Opening & Virtual Coffee 
Naulaq LeDrew, Knowledge Keeper 
New faculty 
 

9:30 – 10:45 am 

What Inclusive Excellence Means for Teaching at UTSC 
David Chan, PhD, Senior Educational Developer (CTL) 
Krystle Phirangee, PhD, Educational Developer- Assessment and Online Learning (CTL) 
Al Hearn, PhD, Educational Developer Experiential Learning (CTL) 
Sarah King, Associate Professor - Teaching Stream (ENG) /Coordinator, CTL writing support 
Sarah Kleeb, PhD, Assistant Professor, Teaching Stream (ACM) /Acting Coordinator English 
Language Development Support (CTL) 
Alissa Evans, Assistive Technology Consultant, AccessAbility Services 
Adon Irani, Manager, Educational Innovation & Academic Initiatives (CTL) 
Karen McCrindle, Associate Dean, Teaching and Learning / Director, CTL (DLS) 

10:45 –10:55 am   
 

Stretch / comfort break. 

10:55 – 12:00 pm 
 

Student panel 
Moderator: Nancy Johnston, Associate Professor - Teaching Stream, Writing Across the 
Disciplines Coordinator 
 Students: Abida Alokozai, Mei Hung, Srishtie Phartiyal, Yasamin Sadeghi 
 

12:00 – 1:00 pm 
 

Lunch break 
 

 
1:00 – 2:30 pm  
 

CTL Teaching Interactive Session: Course Design Retreat  
David Chan, PhD, Senior Educational Developer 
Sarah King, Associate Professor - Teaching Stream (ENG) /Coordinator, CTL writing support 
 
Join Centre for Teaching and Learning (CTL) colleagues for a course design retreat in which 
you actively work on one of the courses you will be teaching this year. We invite you to bring 
a course at any stage in the design process. In the retreat, you will set goals for the session, 
actively work towards those goals, and then discuss challenges with peers and CTL colleagues. 
You will emerge energized about teaching, further ahead with course planning than when you 
came in, and ready to take advantage of CTL drop-in consultations.  
  

2:30 – 2:45 pm 
 

Closing 
Naulaq LeDrew, Knowledge Keeper 
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Tues Aug 10: Research & Scholarship 
Time Details 
9:00-9:30 am Opening & Virtual Coffee 

Elder Josh Eshkawkogan 
New faculty 

 
 
9:30-10:35 am 
 

Concurrent sessions: Funding, Awards, and Other Support for Research, Scholarship, and Creative Practice 
 
Research, Scholarship, Creative Practice in the Tenure Stream  
Irena Creed, Vice-Principal Research & Innovation 
Patricia Landolt, Associate Vice-Principal Research–Strategic Initiatives 
Shaun Young, Director, Office of the Vice-Principal Research & Innovation 
Sharon George, Manager, Research Services and Partnerships 
Rabiya Siddiqui, Awards and Honours Officer 
Suhail Asrar, Strategic Partnerships and Business Development Officer 
 
Pedagogical and Professional Development in the Teaching Stream 
David Chan, PhD, Senior Educational Developer (CTL) 
Sonja Nikkila, Assistant Professor, Teaching Stream (ENG) 

10:35-10:45 am Stretch / comfort break 
10:45-11:45 am Concurrent sessions: Kickstarting your Research, Scholarship, and Creative Practice at UTSC 

 
Laboratory/Research Sciences  
- Hilary Brown, Assistant Professor (DHS) 
- Ruby Sullen, Assistant Professor (DPES)  
- Christina Guzzo, Assistant Professor (BIO) 
 
Humanities, Social Sciences 
- Urvashi Chakravarty, Assistant Professor (ENG) 
- Cassandra Hartblay, Assistant Professor (DHS),  
- Fidan Elcioglu, Assistant Professor (SOC) 
 
Scholarship of Teaching & Learning/ Discipline-based Teaching Scholarship  
- Obidimma Ezezika, Assistant Professor, Teaching Stream (DHS) 
- George Quan Fun, Professor, Teaching Stream (MGT)  
- Bettina von Lieres, Assistant Professor, Teaching Stream (IDS/POL)  

 
11:45-12:15 pm Our Library Colleagues: Supporting and Collaborating with UTSC Faculty 

Sarah Fedko, Head of Liaison Librarian Program & Liaison Librarian 
12:15 – 1:00 pm Lunch break 
 
1:00 – 2:30 pm 
 

Drop in consultations with Teaching, Learning and Education Technology Experts 
Zohreh Shahbazi, Associate Professor, Teaching Stream (CMS), Math and Stats Learning Support Coordinator 
(CTL) 
Krystle Phirangee, PhD, Educational Developer- Assessment and Online Learning (CTL) 
Dina Soliman, Frontline Educational Technology Technician (CTL) 
Alissa Evans, Assistive Technology Consultant, AccessAbility Services 
 
This session is designed to assist you in preparing for an aspect of teaching of your choice in preparation for 
the fall (e.g. setting up your course online in Quercus, course / assignment or syllabus design, issues related 
to remote teaching, technology, accessibility, academic integrity, student support programming, etc.).   

2:30- 2:45  Closing  
Elder Josh Eshkawkogan 
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Wed Aug 11: Supporting our community (Support services for students 
& faculty) 

Time Details 

9:00 – 9:30 am 

Opening & Virtual Coffee 
Elder Josh Eshkawkogan 
New faculty 
 

9:30 – 10:25 am 
 

Supporting Mental Health, Wellness & Safety  
 
Physical activity and student mental health: Sheila John, Assistant Dean Wellness, Recreation and Sport  
 
Mental health – faculty & staff: Richa Choda, Integrated Wellness Consultant, Division of HR & Equity 
 
Campus Safety & Security: Shahid Zafar, Staff Sargent, Campus Community Police 
 
Sexual Violence Prevention & Support: Paula Lam & Jia Yao, Sexual Violence Prevention and Response 
Coordinators, Sexual Violence Prevention and Support Centre 
 

10:25-10:30 am Comfort / stretch break  

10:30-11:10 am 
 

Supporting Success 
 
Academic Advising & Career Centre: (TBD) 
 
Academic Integrity: Nisha Panchal, Student Conduct and Academic Integrity Officer 
 
AccessAbility: Tina Doyle, Director, AccessAbility Services 
 
Information & Instructional Technology Services: Ab Gehani, Manager, Client Services; Zoran Piljevic, 
Director IITS 
 

11:10-11:20 am Comfort / stretch break (transition break) 

11:15-12:00 pm 

Building Trusting and Enduring Relationships 
 
Cherilyn Scobie Edwards, Director, Equity, Diversity & Inclusion 
Cam Litchmore, Equity, Diversity & Inclusion Coordinator 
Noor Leghari, Equity, Diversity & Inclusion Coordinator 

12:00 – 1:00 pm Lunch break 

 
1:00 – 2:30 pm  

Drop in consultations with Teaching, Learning and Education Technology Experts 
Sarah King, Associate Professor - Teaching Stream (ENG) / Coordinator, CTL writing support 
Al Hearn, PhD, Educational Developer Experiential Learning (CTL) 
Nadine Clark, Frontline Educational Technology Technician (CTL) 
Alissa Evans, Assistive Technology Consultant, AccessAbility Services 
Maggie Roberts, Coordinator, Facilitated Study Groups (CTL) 
 
This session is designed to assist you in preparing for an aspect of teaching of your choice in preparation for 
the fall (e.g. setting up your course online in Quercus, course / assignment or syllabus design, issues related 
to remote teaching, technology, accessibility, academic integrity, student support programming, etc.).  

2:30 – 2:45 pm 
 

Closing  
Elder Josh Eshkawkogan 
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Thurs Aug 12: On becoming a professor 

Time Details 

9:00 – 9:30 am 

Opening & Virtual Coffee 
Elder Josh Eshkawkogan 
New faculty 
 

9:30 – 10:20am 

On becoming a professor 
Jessica Fields, Vice-Dean Faculty Affairs, Equity & Success (DHS) 
Suzanne Erb, Associate Professor & Chair (PSY) 
 

10:20-10:30 am   Stretch / comfort break 

10:30- 11:30 am 
 

 
First-Year Tips & Challenges: Teaching Stream Roundtable  
Dani Kwan-Lafonde, Assistant Professor, Teaching Stream (SOC)  
Christopher Payne, Assistant Professor, Teaching Stream (CFL) 
Randy Lundy, Assistant Professor, Teaching Stream (ENG) 
Moderator: Iris Au (MGT)  
 
First Year Tips & Challenges: Tenure Stream Roundtable  
Zack Hyde, Assistant Professor (GGR) 
Thy Phu, Professor (ACM) 
Anita Benoit, Assistant Professor (DHS/PES) 
Moderator: Anthony Ruocco, Professor (PSY) 
 

11:30-12:15 pm Time to celebrate! 
 

12:15 – 1:00 pm Lunch break  

1:00 – 2:30 pm  
 

Drop in consultations with Teaching, Learning and Education Technology Experts 
Karen McCrindle, Associate Dean, Teaching and Learning / Director, CTL (DLS) 
David Chan, PhD, Senior Educational Developer (CTL) 
Brian Sutherland, Educational Technologies Administrator (CTL) 
Alissa Evans, Assistive Technology Consultant, AccessAbility Services 
 
This session is designed to assist you in preparing for an aspect of teaching of your choice in preparation for 
the fall (e.g. setting up your course online in Quercus, course / assignment or syllabus design, issues related 
to remote teaching, technology, accessibility, academic integrity, student support programming, etc.).  
 

2:30-2:45 pm 
 

Closing  
Elder Josh Eshkawkogan 
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